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In The Chat
• Tell me what state you are from
• Has your state banned corporal punishment?
• What are your thoughts surrounding corporal 

punishment? 



Who Am I?

Educator
Loving 

Husband 
and Father

Mentor Doctoral 
Student



• My background as an educator in 
Arkansas schools

• Initially open to paddling as a 
disciplinary method

• Corporal punishment as a norm in 
the district



The Turning Point

• Experience with 
paddling students

• Noticing the 
same students 

visiting my office

• Realizing corporal 
punishment wasn’t 

solving the 
problem



Exploring Alternatives

• Research into alternative 
discipline methods

• Examples: Restorative practices, 
positive behavior interventions

• Corporal punishment fails to 
address root causes



Corporal 
Punishment in 

Arkansas

Corporal punishment trend since the 
2016-2017 school year

*Note that ACT 557 was passed in 2019 
that prohibited the use of corporal 
punishment on a child with a disability

• Negative outcomes: academic 
performance, behavioral issues

2016-2017 17,541

2017-2018 15,453

2018-2019 13,692

2019-2020 5,794

2020-2021 3,496

2021-2022 4,389

2022-2023 5,309



Joining an 
Advocacy 

Group

• Motivation for joining 
an anti-corporal 
punishment group

• Efforts to raise 
awareness and change 
policy

• Sharing my story to 
advocate for change





Ongoing Advocacy

• CONTINUED EFFORTS TO 
SHARE MY EXPERIENCE

• PROGRESS IN ADVOCACY: 
POLICY SHIFTS AND PUBLIC 

OPINION

• CALL TO ACTION: 
GETTING INVOLVED IN THE 

MOVEMENT



• Summary of my journey from paddling to 
advocacy

• Final thoughts on the future of discipline in 
schools

• Questions and Answers



Thank You

• Jrburton1911@gmail.com
• Jeffery.burton@hpsdistrict.com
• Banpaddlingar.com/about-us/

mailto:Jrburton1911@gmail.com
mailto:Jeffery.burton@hpsdistrict.com
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