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EdTrust 1s a national nonprofit based in RATEns: hasd Bold
WaShington DC vision for the ideal
)

education system.
Imagine with us for
#EduReimagined!

Learn More

"EdTrust is committed to advancing policies and
practices to dismantle the racial and economic barriers
embedded in the American education system. Through

. oo Committed to advancing policies and practices to
our res?arch and advocacy, EdTrust Improves equu‘y n | ~ dismantle the racial and economic barriers embedded in
education from preschool through college, engages S

diverse communities dedicated to education equity and ' Eoyoven- oGSt oced
Justice, and increases political and public will to build |
an education system where students will thrive”

Research, Tools & Insights

We evaluate education policies, practices, and dollars spent through a single lens: what's right for
students — preschool through college. Here’s our latest work, featuring our signature data,
research, and recommendations.

Active in 10 states, including CA, DE, KY, LA, MD, MA, = =
MI, NY, TN, and TX
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Corporal Punishment in America

» 28 states, DC, and PR ban corporal punishment
in schools

* Only 5 states also ban in private schools: IL, 1A,
MD; NJ, and NY

» 22 states either, “expressly allow corporal
punishment in at least some circumstances or
does not expressly prohibit it”

* Most students who receive corporal punishment
aredm southern states, particularly AL, AR, MS,
and TX

* Roughly 70,000 students received corporal
punishment, per 2017-18 CRDC

* Black students 2.3x more likely to receive
corporal punishment

» Students with disabilities also overrepresented
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. Banned Allowed

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office
for Civil Rights, March 2023
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* * * March 24, 2023 - Letter from Secretary Cardona calling for an end
The praCtlce Of Corporal punLShment LS to corporal punishment in schools
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The Protecting our Students in Schools Act
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First introduced in 116t Congress

* Originally led by the late Rep. A. Donald McEachin & Sen.
Murphy

» 8 House cosponsors and 0 Senate cosponsors

As of 118t Congress
* Led by Rep. Bonamici & Sen. Murphy

* 49 House cosponsors and 7 Senate cosponsors



POSSA Cont.

Supported by more than 70 national, state,
and local groups, including:

* NEA; AFT; PTA; NAACP; ACLU; and many more

« To see if your organization is listed as supportive,
check the following: Bonamici Press Release or
Murphy Press Release

* For more information, or to add your organization,
contact:

— Allie Pearce, Legislative Assistant for Rep. Bonamici,
allie.pearce@mail.house.gov

— Pete Mills, Legislative Assistant for Sen. Murphy,
pete mills@murphy.senate.gov
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REPS. BONAMICI, MCBATH, MOORE,
WILSON, SEN. MURPHY LEAD BILLTO
END CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN
SCHOOLS

May 23,2023 | Press Release

WASHINGTON, DC [05/23/23] - Today Representatives Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR), Lucy McBath (D-GA), Gwen
Moare (D-WI), and Frederica Wilson (D-FL) and Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT) introduced legislation to prohibit the
practice of corporal punishment in any school that receives federal funding.

The Protecting Our Students in Schools Act of 2023 would establish a series of important protections for students
and families and create a federal grant program for states and school districts to improve school climate and
culture.

Corporal punishment, the act of inflicting physical pain as a form of discipline, can result in serious injury with
long-term negative consequences. Physical injuries have included abrasions, broken bones, bruising,
hematomas, and other medical complications. Psychologically, corporal punishment can cause depression,
anxiety, anti-social behavior, and make students more likely to have mental health problems as adults. Research
overwhelmingly shows that corporal punishment in schools does not lead to improvements in student behavior;
instead it is linked to poor academic performance, physical and emotional harm, and damage to students’ self-
esteem and trust of educators.

"Schools should be safe places for students to learn and grow without fear," said Congresswoman Suzanne
Bonamici. "It is alarming and unacceptable that corporal punishment is still allowed in nearly half of the states in
our nation. Corporal punishment in schools is an unjustifiable, outdated, and draconian practice that leaves
children with lasting physical and psychological damage and disproportionately harms Black students and
students with disabilities. I'm grateful to lead the Protecting Our Students in Schools Act with Reps. McBath,
Moore, Wilson and Sen. Murphy to finally end corporal punishment and promote healthy learning environments
that value the physical, mental, and academic wellbeing of students.”


https://bonamici.house.gov/media/press-releases/reps-bonamici-mcbath-moore-wilson-sen-murphy-lead-bill-end-corporal-punishment
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/murphy-pressley-reintroduce-bicameral-legislation-to-end-criminalization-of-students-invest-in-counselors-safer-environment-for-kids
mailto:allie.pearce@mail.house.gov
mailto:pete_mills@murphy.senate.gov

T
Plan of Action

1 « Reintroduction 2 « Grow Support

« Maintain current cosponsors * Double congressional support in both

» Grow organizational support Chambers

« Make it Bipartisan***

8 « Committee Action 4 . Passage
* Hearing on school climate * Move as standalone
* Markup on POSSA, at a minimum  Attach prohibition to another vehicle

d . . . .
edtrustore **% To-date, the legislation is only supported by Democrats



Next Steps

1. Add your organization

2. Reach out to your U.S.
Senator and/or
Representative

3. Encourage committee
action

4. Join advocacy push
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LAW CENTER

Justice for Her. Justice for All.

NATIONAL
‘ WOMEN'’S

March 22, 2023
Dear Federal, State, and Local Policymakers:

On behalf of The Education Trust, the National Women’s Law Center, and the more than 100
undersigned organizations, we call on federal, state, and local policymakers to eliminate the shameful
practice of corporal punishment in our nation’s schools. Corporal punishment in schools is not only
abhorrent, harmful, and ineffective, but it is also disproportionately applied to students of color and
students with disabilities. Instead of perpetuating violence against our nation’s children and youth, we
urge policymakers at the federal, state, and local levels to end the practice of corporal punishment in our
nation’s schools and ensure that all students can learn in a safe, supportive, and healthy environment.

Corporal punishment in schools refers to the act of inflicting physical pain on a student’s body for the
purpose of discipline, including striking, paddling, spanking, and other forms of physical violence.
Although the practice of corporal punishment in schools has continued to decline over the last decade,
more than 98,000 students across preschool and K-12 schools received corporal punishment according to
the 2017-18 Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC).! Corporal punishment is an allowable form of school
discipline in 23 states, with 99% of all instances occurring in 10 states—Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas,
Alabama, Oklahoma, Georgia, Tennessee, Missouri, Florida, and Louisiana—and 75% of all cases
occurring in just four states—Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, and Alabama.” Corporal punishment in
schools is often employed for a variety of minor, subjective, and arbitrary infractions, including dress and
hair code violations, talking in class, tardiness, truancy, poor academic performance, and more.? Although
corporal punishment in schools is legal in some states, it is often banned in other settings, such as day
care programs, mental health facilities, penal institutions, and more.* Furthermore, corporal punishment
of adults has been banned in U.S. prisons and military training facilities.* Allowing the practice of
corporal punishment to continue in our nation’s classrooms is a colossal failure of leadership.

The science is abundantly clear: corporal punishment is both ineffective and deeply harmful. Corporal
punishment in schools not only fails to decrease disciplinary infractions in the classroom, but it can
actually result in more aggressive, defiant, and oppositional student behavior.® Furthermore, corporal
punishment in schools significantly harms a student’s physical and emotional health. In addition to
causing serious physical injury, including broken bones, bruising, abrasions, and other serious medical
complications, corporal punishment can have a significant impact on a student’s mental health and



Contact

Blair Wriston, Senior Manager,
Government Affairs

» Bwriston@edtrust.org
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