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About EdTrust
EdTrust is a national nonprofit based in 
Washington, DC

“EdTrust is committed to advancing policies and 
practices to dismantle the racial and economic barriers 
embedded in the American education system. Through 
our research and advocacy, EdTrust improves equity in 
education from preschool through college, engages 
diverse communities dedicated to education equity and 
justice, and increases political and public will to build 
an education system where students will thrive”

Active in 10 states, including CA, DE, KY, LA, MD, MA, 
MI, NY, TN, and TX
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Corporal Punishment in America

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office 
for Civil Rights, March 2023

• 28 states, DC, and PR ban corporal punishment 
in schools
• Only 5 states also ban in private schools: IL, IA, 

MD, NJ, and NY
• 22 states either, “expressly allow corporal 

punishment in at least some circumstances or 
does not expressly prohibit it”

• Most students who receive corporal punishment 
are in southern states, particularly AL, AR, MS, 
and TX 

• Roughly 70,000 students received corporal 
punishment, per 2017-18 CRDC
• Black students 2.3x more likely to receive 

corporal punishment 
• Students with disabilities also overrepresented 
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“
The practice of corporal punishment is 
antithetical to positive child and 
adolescent development and school 
safety… Schools should be safe places 
where all students and educators 
interact in positive ways that foster 
students' growth, belonging, and 
dignity—not places that teach or 
exacerbate violence and fear.
- Miguel Cardona, U.S. Secretary of Education
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The Protecting our Students in Schools Act
First introduced in 116th Congress
• Originally led by the late Rep. A. Donald McEachin & Sen. 

Murphy
• 8 House cosponsors and 0 Senate cosponsors

As of 118th Congress
• Led by Rep. Bonamici & Sen. Murphy 
• 49 House cosponsors and 7 Senate cosponsors
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POSSA Cont.

Supported by more than 70 national, state, 
and local groups, including:
• NEA; AFT; PTA; NAACP; ACLU; and many more

• To see if your organization is listed as supportive, 
check the following: Bonamici Press Release or 
Murphy Press Release 

• For more information, or to add your organization, 
contact:
– Allie Pearce, Legislative Assistant for Rep. Bonamici, 

allie.pearce@mail.house.gov
– Pete Mills, Legislative Assistant for Sen. Murphy, 

pete_mills@murphy.senate.gov 

https://bonamici.house.gov/media/press-releases/reps-bonamici-mcbath-moore-wilson-sen-murphy-lead-bill-end-corporal-punishment
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/murphy-pressley-reintroduce-bicameral-legislation-to-end-criminalization-of-students-invest-in-counselors-safer-environment-for-kids
mailto:allie.pearce@mail.house.gov
mailto:pete_mills@murphy.senate.gov
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1. Reintroduction

• Maintain current cosponsors
• Grow organizational support

3. Committee Action

• Hearing on school climate
• Markup on POSSA, at a minimum 

4. Passage

• Move as standalone 
• Attach prohibition to another vehicle

Plan of Action

2. Grow Support

• Double congressional support in both 
Chambers

• Make it Bipartisan***

*** To-date, the legislation is only supported by Democrats
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1. Add your organization

2. Reach out to your U.S. 
Senator and/or 
Representative 

3. Encourage committee 
action  

4. Join advocacy push 

Next Steps
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Contact
Blair Wriston, Senior Manager, 
Government Affairs
• Bwriston@edtrust.org 

mailto:Bwriston@edtrust.org

	The Protecting our Students in Schools Act
	Agenda
	About EdTrust
	Corporal Punishment in America
	The practice of corporal punishment is antithetical to positive child and adolescent development and school safety… Schools should be safe places where all students and educators interact in positive ways that foster students' growth, belonging, and dignity—not places that teach or exacerbate violence and fear.��- Miguel Cardona, U.S. Secretary of Education
	The Protecting our Students in Schools Act
	POSSA Cont.
	Plan of Action
	Next Steps
	Contact

