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Limiting Police Involvement with
Students

Research and Policy Efforts from
ACLU Affiliates in California

Linnea Nelson, Senior Education Equity Attorney
Racial & Economic Justice Program
ACLU Foundation of Northern California



Percent of Schools with Security Personnel
Present Each Week

1%

197576 1996-97 2005-06 2007-08 2009-10 2013-14 2015-16 2017-18

I Less than 200 school police Over 40,000 school police I




Cops and

No Counselors

How the Lack of School Mental Health Staff

Is Harming Students

;/ c THE RIGHT TO REMAIN ASTUDENT
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POLICE IN
SCHOOLS

* The Department of Justice
provided nearly $1 billion for
local and state governments to
increase policing, surveillance,
and the militarization of schools.

* The presence of school police
leads to harsher discipline and
punishment for students,
particularly Black students, male
students and students with
disabilities.

* The presence of SRO’s is linked
\ to a 35% to 80% increase in out
of school suspension.
\

\\\\\\\\




Decades of ] =
Struggele by Y 4 =
Youth and 1 DH:UND DW

Organizers ’I:ISI“IH ki LA




ON POLICE-FREE
SCHOOLS YOb)

m CALIFORNIA
ACTION

. Californians
for Justice

SUPPORT THIS PETITION

UPDATE: THE PETITION HAS BEEN DELIVERED.
Please visit our website to stay up-to-date on our
latest actions.

Recent Signers

Jan 7, 2021 Hannah P.
Jan 7, 2021 Cindy G.
Jan §, 2021 Rosalilia M.
Jan 6, 2021 Caitlin B.
Jan 6, 2021 Lucia A.
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Rates of School Referrals to Law Enforcement

e Black and Native
American students and
students with disabilities
are disproportionately
referred to police in all
schools

e Rates dramatically
increase at schools with
assigned law enforcement

Table 1.
Average Rates of Referral to Police (per 1000 students) in Schools with and
without Assighed Law Enforcement by Racial/Ethnic Group and Disability

Rate of Referral in Rate of Referral in Increased Likelihood
Schools without Assigned Schools with Assigned  of Referral in Schools
Law Enforcement Law Enforcement with Law Enforcement
All Students* 17 77 4.5x
Latine* 17 75 4.4x

American Indian/ 26 9.3 3.6x
Alaska Native" ' ' ’

Asian 07 41

Mative Hawaiian/ 17
Pacific Islander” ’

Black” 3.9
White* 2.0

Students with 3.2
Disabilities (IDEA)*

*indicates stastically significant difference at p=0.05 or better



Rates of Arrests in Schools

Figure 1. Table 2.
Arrest Rates in Schools With and Without Assigned Law Enforcement Average Arrest Rates (per 1000 students) in Schools with and without
Assigned Law Enforcement by Racial/Ethnic Group and Disability

All Students

Rate of Arrest in Schools Rate of Arrest in Increased Likelihood
without Assigned Law Schools with Assigned of Arrest in Schools
Latine Enforcement Law Enforcement with Law Enforcement

I Schools Without Assigned Law Enforcement

Asian Schools WITH Assigned Law Enforcement All Students* on 0.68 6.2x

Native Hawaiian/ Latine™ 0.10 0.69 6.9x
Pacific Islander

Black

Asian 0.03 0413

Native Hawaiian/ 0.07 0.48

White Pacific Islander
Two or More Black 0.26 1.93
Races

Students with
Disabilities (IDEA) Two or More Races 0.16 118

White* on 0.86

Students with 0.29 1.39
Disabilities (IDEA)*

® Students across all categories are more likely to be arrested in schools with
assigned law enforcement

e Although the sample size is small, Native Americans are 35x more likely to be
arrested when in a school with law enforcement than in a school without
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History and Context

® Passedin 2015 led by dozens of groups, including ACLU, Youth Justice
Coalition, Asian Americans Advancing Justice, PICO CA, Reform California,
Dignity and Power Now, and others.

e Datais collected and reported about each police “stop,” including those in
elgloJe][F

Between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019, the 15 largest law enforcement agencies in California collected data
on nearly 4 million vehicle and pedestrian stops. RIPA defines a stop as a detention or search.

California Highway Patrol San Diego County Sheriff’s Department Oakland Police Department
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department San Diego Police Department Orange County Sherift’s Department
Los Angeles Police Department San Francisco Police Department Sacramento County Sheriff's Office
Riverside County Sheriff's Department Fresno Police Department Sacramento Police Department
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department Long Beach Police Department San Jose Police Department




Figure 2.
Reason for Student Stops by Race

Findings All Students I e

Asian I
Latine I .
Black I N
white NI

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
I Reasonable Suspicion Bl School Policy Violation Ed Code Policy Violation Il Other

A review of the list of “offenses” cited by police

e 15 largest agencies stopped 2,602 students aged reveals numerous actions that appear patently

trivial—or even absurd—as a justification for

calling police to campus to confront a child or
5 = 19 youth.nghese oﬂ"ensesp include:
o . + Vandalism
® 9% or 241 stops were of children 12 or younger, =
26 stops were children under 9 7R Oiimeere pronie e & putlic plece
® Black students are 7.6% of the population but * Annoying phone calls
* Loitering at school
26% Of StUdentS StOpped * Display in public, imitation firearm
5. 0 * Minor attending a prizefight
e Students referred to law enforcement for trivial e e
or absu rd reasons. + Willful disturbance of a school zone

s Loud/unreasonable noise at school

* Gambling
O



Findings

e Staff may call police for school

Results of Student Stops by Race

p O I i Cy Vi O I a ti O n ’ e d CO d e Warning Citation Custodial Psychiatric Referred to Referred to

. . Arrest w/o Hold Administrator School
violation, or “reasonable Warran Counselor

. . . . . . All Students 5% 36% 15% 12% 26% 12%

suspicion for violating a crime. o o e e =

Black 4% 34% 20% % 26% 14%

Black and Latine students are = | e : ; -
more Iikely tO be Stopped for White 4% 30% 3 3 29% 13%
suspicion of violating a crime.

Police Actions During Student Stop by Race®?

® Black students are more likely to p———— e — e —

Detention Searched
receive harsher actions during AlStents  ws  mn e oo
and after stops. -~ e T s

Latine 1% /o 35% 27%

White 12% % 30% 24%
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Context and
History

For almost a decade,
the Stockton
Education Equity
Coalition (SEEC) has
been centering
equity for students in
its advocacy to
challenge systems of
power that are
rooted in oppression.
Was forced to sue
Stockton USD in
2016 to get the data
through Public
Record Act requests




Figure 5.
Distribution of Bookings/Citations by
Student Race, 2017-2020.

Findings: School Police Contact

e Native American students were
booked or cited by Stockton USD
police at five times their rate of

Bookings/Citations per 1000
Students Enrolled, 2019-2020

enrollment in school, and Black

students were booked or cited at

nearly three times their rate of
enrollment.




Figure 8.

Resolutions of School Requests for Police in Stockton USD, by
Outcome and Alleged Offense, 2020.

Outcomes of Police Action in Response to
School Requests for Service

285

A 28
P23%) B.83%

Cites
Resolutions

TH.87% of school requests in 2020 were resolved
with “MPA" (no subsequent police action).

Top 10 Alleged Offenses for which Stockton USD
School Staff Requested Police.

H 12
53%) ‘HJ w0 10 'I'D 8

BT BIT%) B A0%)

Criminal 5150 Weapons/ Sexual Robbery Found
Threats Firearm Thﬂﬁ Battery Child

Type of Offenses

Among 265 school requests resolved with “NPA™ (no subsequent police action), the most common reason
was Welfare Check (34.34%),

Among all 92 school requests for police assistance for “Welfare Check,” 31(98.91%) were resolved with
“NPA” (no subsequent police action), and 1 resolved through police counseling the student ("Counsel™).



CENTRAL VALLEY REPORT CARD
Central Valley Data ON SCHOOL POLICE

This report card examines federal and state data st the county and district level in California’s Central Valley. it

Federal andds’;ate datahreveals moTt of Central Valley’s 3;%%5%ﬁﬁﬁgé@yﬁ&égggeﬁgfig%;fﬁﬁzﬁ%?gﬁﬂﬁg&%&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ
~—counties and districts have several times as many social workers. Ao, hundreds of thausands of students are in chaole with cops and no sounelors in th reglon.
police in schools in social workers. And hundreds of LAW REFERRALS BY COUNTY PER 10,000 STUDENT
thousands of students are in schools with cops and no S U S ——
counselors in the region. st:::'l':‘; g?:rlnnts >|‘\|Jliaah. Sllfldans jiildnmx L lSﬁudnnlr. :Tt:rlnntr. ml;l:ndﬂr f;;dnntl Enrollad Reforrals
Fresno 4 = e HE
There are several districts where Black and Indigenous Kings
students are far more likely to be referred to law :
enforcement, including: s 11"11
® Hanford Joint Union High (overall rate 43 students Tulere
referred per 1,000, Black students 112 per 1,000)
® Lemoore Union High (overall rate 26 per 1,000 ER _— =] e s T womim. | s |8
referred, Black students 99 per 1,000 and Native LI o A '
American students 44 per 1,000) D
® Delano Joint Union High (overall rate 19 per 1,000, e b
Black students 125 per 1,000) .- s S

® Dos Palos Oro Loma Joint Union (overall rate 11 per
1,000, Black students 59 per 1,000 and Native

American students 50 Eer 1i000=




KEY TAKEAWAYS

» Policies which may sound reasonable are implemented in ways that are harmful and don't
solve the problems they claim to solve. This is not an accident.

» Poor investment of resources: student needs not addressed

> Decisions about safety are often driven by one incident (not everyday reality), popular
perceptions about crime, disorder, negative attitudes about young people

» Culture of punishment becomes established
» Failure to address the root causes

» Increasingly these policies make some young people feel unwelcome in schools, not

supported, or attacked

Pennsylvania
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Los Angeles Student Survey Results Ve

#STUDENTSDESERVE

MAKING BLACK LIVES MATTER
IN SCHOOLS

® iudents Deserve surveyed 5,730 students in 2020

Black students are 3x as likely as
white students to report being
followed by school police

Black students are 4x as likely as
white students to report being
racially profiled by school police

Figure 9.
Where Should Funds for
School Police be Reallocated?

Grlef Parent/Family/ Ethnic Studies Smaller College Psychiatric
Counselors Community Centers Courses Class Sizes Counselors Soclal Workers
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PUBLIC DEBATES ABOUT
SCHOOL SAFETY TODAY

»2018: After Parkland (Marjory Stoneman Douglas
HS), some $3 billion was allocated to school
safety measures. More police were added,
schools hardened, surveillance technology,
social media monitoring, additional “threat
assessment”

*2020: George Floyd murdered, igniting
movement to have police removed from school
in everyday roles (vs. rare emergency). Some 65
districts substantially limited their investment
in police — cutting school police departments or
ending contracts with outside agencies.

*2022 and beyond: Laws and policies have been
adopted attacking students of color (how their
history can be taught) and LGBTQ students,
faculty, and allies.

\ *2022: In Uvalde, the school already went through
‘school hardening,” as recommended in 2018
(after Parkland). This didn't stop the shooter.

Pennsylvania




Assembly Bill 2441

Focused on restoring flexibility to educators to decide when law enforcement

should be notified by eliminating requirements that schools notify law

enforcement for certain student behavior such as an assault or minor
possession of cannabis or alcohol.

e Involving law enforcement in the response to common child and adolescent
school related misbehavior contributes to racial inequities in academic
achievement and the school-to-prison pipeline.

e A student’s interaction with law enforcement decreases their likelihood of
completing high school while increasing the likelihood that they will have
contact with the criminal legal system.
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Links and Resources

® The Right to Remain a Student (2016)
aclunc.org/publications/right-remain-student-how-ca-school-policies-fail-
protect-and-serve

e Here to Learn (2018) Follow Youth Liberty Squad
aclusocal.org/en/here-to-learn instagram.com/youthlibertysquad/

® COpS and No Counselors (2019) Follow Arts Justice Council
aclu.org/report/cops<and-no-counselors instagram.com/artsjustice_ca/

e Our Right to Resources (2020)
Report: aclusocal.org/en/publications/right-to=-resources
Toolkit: aclusocal.org/en/campaigns/righttoresources
® No Police in Schools (2021)
aclusocal.org/no-police-in=schoals
e State of Student Wellness (2021)
aclucalaction.org/sw
e STUBENT KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: WWW.MYSCHOOILMYRIGHTS.COM



https://www.aclunc.org/publications/right-remain-student-how-ca-school-policies-fail-protect-and-serve
https://www.aclunc.org/publications/right-remain-student-how-ca-school-policies-fail-protect-and-serve
http://www.aclusocal.org/en/here-to-learn
https://www.aclu.org/report/cops-and-no-counselors
http://www.aclusocal.org/en/publications/right-to-resources
https://www.aclusocal.org/en/campaigns/righttoresources
https://aclusocal.org/no-police-in-schools
https://www.aclucalaction.org/sw
http://www.myschoolmyrights.com
https://www.instagram.com/youthlibertysquad/
https://www.instagram.com/artsjustice_ca/
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